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“Information that has not been made public" means any 
information to which the public does not generally have 
access, and that is prohibited from disclosure under Chapter 
552, Government Code. Tex. Penal Code § 39.06(d). 8



§39.02(d)

A discount or 
award given for 
travel e.g. 
frequent flyer 
miles, rental 
car or hotel 
discounts, or 
food coupons, 
are not things 
of value 
belonging to 
the government 
for purposes of 
this section.

§ 36.08(i)

An unsolicited 
benefit may be 
donated to a 
governmental 
entity that has 
the authority to 
accept the gift 
or may donate 
the benefit to a 
recognized to 
certain tax-
exempt 
charitable 
organization.

§ 36.10(b)

(Gift to Public 
Servant) does 
not apply to food, 
lodging, 
transportation, 
or entertainment 
accepted as a 
guest and, if the 
donee is required 
by law to report 
those items, 
reported by the 
donee in 
accordance with 
that law.

§ 36.10 (a)(2) 

(Gift to Public 
Servant) does 
not apply to a 
gift or other 
benefit conferred 
on account of 
kinship or a 
personal, 
professional, or 
business 
relationship 
independent of 
the official 
status of the 
recipient.

§ 36.10 (a)(6) 

(Gift to Public 
Servant) does 
not apply to an 
item with a 
value of less 
than $50, 
excluding cash 
or a negotiable 
instrument.

IF YOU CAN’T DO THE TIME, DON’T DO THE TIME 9



Don’t Do The Crime, If You Can’t Do The Time 10

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY

mailto:reception@ethics.state.tx.us
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/did-britains-right-wing-newspapers-win-the-election-for-the-tories/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cataphoresis/702383284/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/pitel/2346937737/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://virgiliocervantes.co.uk/index.php/2018/10/03/openlaws-build-your-personal-legal-library/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


11

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.tvhlaw.com/
https://newearthpulse.wordpress.com/tag/tao-te-ching/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

	DON’T DO THE CRIME, IF YOU CAN’T DO THE TIME
	THE PATH�
	The Crime�§ 36.08(d) Penal Code - Gift to Public Servant
	The Time��
	The Crime �§39.02(a)(2) Penal Code - Abuse of Official Capacity
	The Time��
	The Crime § 39.06(b)(c) Penal Code - Misuse of Official Information*
	The Time��
	Safe Harbors
	Summary�
	�Thank you

